
Montana Lien Law 
Montana Code Annotated 2017 
TITLE 71. MORTGAGES, PLEDGES, AND LIENS 
CHAPTER 3. LIENS 
Part 12. Agisters’ Liens and Liens for Service 
Liens For Service — Towing And Storage Lien — Extension Of 
Lien To Certain Personal Property Contained In Motor Vehicle 
That Is Subject To Lien 
71-3-1201. Liens for service — towing and storage lien — extension of lien to certain 
personal property contained in a motor vehicle that is subject to a lien. (1) If there is 
an express or implied contract for collecting, processing, packaging, or storing 
embryos or semen from livestock, a reproductive technology business to whom 
embryos or semen is entrusted and who still has possession has a lien upon the 
embryos or semen for the amount due for collecting, processing, packaging, or 
storing the embryos or semen and may retain possession of the embryos or semen 
until the sum due is paid. 
(2) (a) A person who, while lawfully in possession of an article of personal property, 
renders any service to the owner or lawful claimant of the article by labor or skill 
employed for the making, repairing, protection, improvement, safekeeping, carriage, 
towing, or storage of the article or tows or stores the article as directed under 
authority of law has a special lien on the article. The lien is dependent on possession 
and is for the compensation, if any, that is due to the person from the owner or lawful 
claimant for the service and for material, if any, furnished in connection with the 
service. If the service is towing or storage, the lien is for the reasonable cost of the 
towing or storage. 
(b) Any personal property that is in a motor vehicle that is subject to a lien as 
provided in subsection (2)(a) is also subject to the lien, except for the following: 
(i) food items; 
(ii) perishable goods; 
(iii) prescription items; 
(iv) operators’ licenses and other identifying documents; 
(v) cash, credit cards, debit cards, checks, or checkbooks; 
(vi) personal records, legal records, and business records; 
(vii) child safety items; and 
(viii) wallets, purses, bags, or other containers that contain the items listed in 
subsections (2)(b)(iv) through (2)(b)(vi). 
History: En. Sec. 3935, Civ. C. 1895; re-en. Sec. 5805, Rev. C. 1907; amd. Sec. 1, Ch. 117, L. 1921; re-
en. Sec. 8383, R.C.M. 1921; Cal. Civ. C. Sec. 3051; Based on Field Civ. C. Sec. 1696; re-en. Sec. 
8383, R.C.M. 1935; amd. Sec. 11-127, Ch. 264, L. 1963; R.C.M. 1947, 45-1106(part); amd. Sec. 5, Ch. 
11, L. 1979; amd. Sec. 1, Ch. 169, L. 1999; amd. Sec. 2, Ch. 444, L. 2003; amd. Sec. 1, Ch. 134, L. 2007; 
amd. Sec. 5, Ch. 124, L. 2013. 
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